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dinners, suppers,  songs,  recitations, and   whiskey, more I fear than was good for us.
" On one occasion I was asked to dine with the great Duke and his buxom red-haired daughters-enfamille.
" I thought at first that these beautiful young ladies were disposed to ' sit' on me, for they asked me to spout after dinner, but I said ' I had left my cap and bells at home.' The Duke laughed, and then I thought he was a gentleman and I was a snob, for had I not been glad enow to spout and sing at the c King's Arms' in Sheffield not so very long before ? So feeling heartily ashamed of myself I sang ( The Macgregors' Gathering.' Then one of the ladies offered to play Juliet, and challenged me to do the balcony scene.
" I was always a 'blistering ' Romeo, but I couldn't refuse so fair a challenge; so we improvised a balcony with some chairs and tables, and plants from the conservatory, and I played the part better that time than I ever played it in my life.
" Altogether a delightful evening, and one to be remembered.
" After this I had an invitation to the fancy ball for my wife and myself. I didn't want to go, but she did.
" There was a difficulty about the dress, but her were riding excursions, and even some .boating trips before the winter closed in, and were crowded
